
 

 

 
The fourth 2015 general meeting of the Crystal City Civic Association (CCCA) focused 

on the planned completion of Long Bridge Park through an aquatics/recreation 

facility was held in the Crystal Park Condominium community room on Wednesday 
September 16, beginning at 7:00 pm.   
 
CCCA Parks Committee Chair Eric Cassel set the context for the meeting on parks by 
explaining that all parks in Crystal City are privately owned by Vornado.  He then 
contrasted the current situation of green space in Crystal City with that proposed in the 
Crystal City Sector Plan.  We will lose at least some green space and the issue of 
Arlington County assuming responsibility for any park land is still open. 
 
Vice President Christer Ahl then provided some background from his work on the parks 
issue.  In contrast to Crystal City, other parts of the County have public parks and leafy 
roads.  Yet, feedback from County staff has been that Crystal City residents do not 
make a solid case for their interests.  Christer urged that Crystal City needs to turn out 
en masse to promote what we believe we need.  He then presented Toby Smith, head 
of the Long Bridge Park Commission and former head of the Parks Commission for the 
County.   
 
Using a power point presentation, Toby Smith explained that, as the County community 
grows, its 26.2 square mile area will not, and that only 2.2 square miles are controlled 
by the County or the School Board.  Population is expected to grow from 216,700 to 
283,000 in 2040, with the growth centered primarily along the Metro corridors, such as 
Crystal City.  Although Arlington County has more parks within a walkable distance than 
anywhere in the country, this is not the case in Crystal City.  He suggested that it would 
be good for residents to come to the Candidates' Forum October 22 and ask what 
they're going to do to get more open space into the corridors like Crystal City.   
 
Turning to Long Bridge Park, Toby noted that there has been a great deal of 
misunderstanding about the issue.  The operating costs for the aquatic/recreational 
center would actually be the same as for the Arlington Mill Community Center.  When 
the original County-wide survey was done on needs, aquatics facilities came in top of 
the list.  At the time, school pool facilities were not in good repair; although they have 
been repaired, there has not been much increase in aquatics space in the County.  With 
a growing population, the county needs a multiuse facility like the proposed Long Bridge 
Park aquatics/recreational center, with a community room and fitness center.  The 
County is talking with Alexandria about a possible partnership, though nothing has been 
determined.  The bottom line, he claims, is that we need such a facility in Long Bridge 
Park sooner rather than later; there should be no further delay while costs go up. 
 
Erik Beach then continued the presentation on the public process which began in 2001 
about utilization of the 30 acres of Long Bridge Park.  In November 2011 Phase 1 of the 
park opened.  In 2013 the Master Plan was revised when a switch was made to move 
commercial space from the northern to the southern end of the park, freeing up space 
for a recreational facility.  Phase 2 which includes the aquatic/recreation center in a 10.5 



 

 

acre space has been delayed by budget concerns.  Now the budget has been reduced 
from $79.2 million to $64 million, with some funding having been spent already on 
design.  Erik noted there has been a misunderstanding of the budget:  the original cost 
of the building itself was really more like $45 million, not the full $79.2 million, since 
some funding is designated for the Esplanade, paths, a rain garden, etc.  Now, there is 
about $46 million for everything:  construction of the park and the building.  The timeline 
for deciding the future of the aquatics/recreation center is:   conversations with the 
public from April to November 2015, followed by management recommendations and a 
Board working session from October 2015 to January 2016.   
 
Erik then showed in a power point presentation some of the options that are possible for 
the center, including a 50 meter pool for competition (none exists elsewhere in the 
County) and a diving pool (the only one similar exists in Maryland).  Finally, he noted 
that Fairfax County has many recreation centers, but Arlington has few, and all of the 
pools are connected to schools, which struggle to maintain them.  There is no general 
County pool, as in other counties. 
 
Erik then presented the budget game which has been developed as part of a County-
wide survey for participants to consider the options for the aquatics/recreation center.   
With $100 as the top budget line, everyone was asked to choose their priorities for the 
center.  If you can't have all of the options, then which ones are most important to you?  
He noted that if someone believes there should be no aquatics/recreation center built at 
all, they could just submit $0 as the budget figure.  One participant expressed concern 
that our small group could not be taken as representative, but Erik responded that they 
are taking the game to many different venues and that eventually, there will be a survey 
on the County website for everyone to submit their choice of options by zip code.  
Those attending then participated in the survey/game by each indicating their choice of 
options. 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
 


